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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Michael Neustel on April 26, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 1-7 and 9-10 have been cancelled. 

(Currently amended claim 11) A ski system comprising: 

a base member having an upper surface, a pair of opposing side edges that are parallel to 
one another, and a lower surface; 

a first sidewall extending from said base member, and a second sidewall extending from 
said base member, wherein said sidewalk include a plurality of apertures within for receiving a 
securing strap that secures a shoe upon said base member; 

wherein said first sidewall and said second sidewall extend upwardly from said opposing 
side edges of said base member in parallel manner; 

a securing structure attached to said upper surface of said base member for catchably 
receiving a shoe; and 
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a p lurality of gripping members attached to and ext e nding downwardly from said lower 
surfac e , wherein each of said plurality of gripping members has a front p o rtion for glid in g upon - a 
snow surface allowing forward movement and a rear portion for engaging said snow surface for 
prev e nting r e arward movem e nt, wherein said plurality of gripping memb e rs ar e aligned in thr ee 
parallel rows along a longitudinal axis of said bas e memb e r. 

a plurality of gripping members that are wedged shaped having a front portion extending 
downwardly from the upper surface of the base to a rear portion located below the lower surface 
of the base to create an open cavity in the upper surface, wherein the front portion glides upon a 
snow surface to allow a forward movement and the rear portion engages said snow surface for 
preventing rearward movement; wherein said plurality of gripping members are aligned in three 
parallel rows along a longitudinal axis of said base member. 

(Currently amended claim 21) A ski system comprising: 

a base member having an upper surface and a lower surface; 

a first sidewall extending from said base member, and a second sidewall extending from 
said base member, wherein said sidewalls include a plurality of apertures within for receiving a 
securing strap that secures a shoe upon said base member; 

a securing structure attached to said upper surface of said base member for catchably 
receiving a shoe; 

a plurality of gr ipp i ng member s attach e d to and extending downwardly from said lower 
surfac e , wherein each of said plurality of gripping m e mbers has a front portion for gliding upon a 
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snow su r face allowing forwar d m o v e m e nt and a r e ar portion for e ngaging said snow surfac e for 
preventing rearward movement; 

a plurality of gripping members that are wedged shaped having a front portion extending 
downwardly from the upper surface of the base to a rear portion located below the lower surface 
of the base to create an open cavity in the upper surface, wherein the front portion glides upon a 
snow surface to allow a forward movement and the rear portion engages said snow surface for 
preventing rearward movement; 

wh e r e in said front portion is tapered upwardly and forwardly to said lower surface of said 
base m e mber and wherein said front portion is curved upwardly and forwardly to said lower 
surfac e o f said base member; 

wherein said rear portion extends upwardly to said lower surface of said base member 
and wherein said rear portion extends upwardly and at a forward angle to said lower surface of 
said base member front portion; 

wherein said base member includes a front lip curved upwardly; 

wherein said rear portion is comprised of a closed structure; 

wherein said plurality of gripping members are aligned in three parallel rows along a 
longitudinal axis of said base member; 

wherein said securing structure is comprised of a receiver structure for receiving the rear 
portion of a shoe, a first strap attached to said first sidewall and a second strap attached to said 
second sidewall, wherein said straps may be connected about a front portion of said shoe; and 
wherein said straps are comprised of an elastic material. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 1 1-17 and 19-21 are allowed over the prior art. Regarding the allowability of 
claims 1 1 and 21 , the prior art did not disclose wherein the plurality of gripping members are 
aligned in three parallel rows of equal number of gripping members along a longitudinal axis of 
said base member. Denning discloses a ski having gripping members running transverse along 
the bottom surface of the ski, but does not disclose the gripping members being aligned in three 
parallel rows. Rapin discloses a ski system comprising a base member (See Fig. 1) having an 
upper surface and a lower surface (See Fig. 2); a plurality of gripping members (2) attached to 
and extending downwardly from said lower surface, wherein each of said gripping members has 
a front portion for gliding (See Fig. 2) upon a snow surface allowing forward movement and a 
rear portion for engaging said snow surface for preventing rearward movement (See Fig. 2); 
wherein said plurality of gripping members are aligned in three parallel rows along a longitudinal 
axis of said base member (See Fig. 1). However, Rapin does not disclose wherein the plurality 
of gripping members that are wedged shaped having a front portion extending downwardly from 
the upper surface of the base to a rear portion located below the lower surface of the base to 
create an open cavity in the upper surface, wherein the front portion glides upon a snow surface 
to allow a forward movement and the rear portion engages said snow surface for preventing 
rearward movement. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Allen Shriver whose telephone number is (703) 308-1224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Johnson can be reached on (703) 308-0885. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


JAS 


J. Allen Shriver 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



